Montana Mental Health Settlement Trust
▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬
Grant Application Guidelines

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬
The Trust shall apply these guidelines in considering applications for distribution of trust funds.  Deviations from the guidelines shall be made infrequently and only in harsh, extraordinary circumstances.  Extraordinary circumstances do not include mistake, inadvertence or neglect.
Is your organization eligible to apply for a grant? 

Applications for grants are considered from public or private entities, whether organized for profit or for non-profit.  The Trust will not grant funds to individuals.  Individual seeking trust funds may be able to join with an appropriate organization for purposes of submitting a proposal.
Is the project for which you seek support within Trust interests? 
The Beneficiaries of the Trust are Montana citizens who suffer from serious mental illness or are children and youth with serious emotional disturbance. This does not exclude individuals as beneficiaries if they also experience disabilities, physical health conditions, chemical dependency, addiction, or other conditions that must be considered when addressing mental health needs.  However, the project must address the prevention, treatment, or management of mental illness, rather than an associated condition.
Grants from The Trust must be applied only to or for the benefit of Beneficiaries.  Trust funds will be distributed to those entities qualifying as providing mental health programs, services and resources in each of the following areas:
(1)  Education and information for medical providers concerning appropriate 
       Prescribing practices for patients with mental illness;

(2)  Training and education for Law Enforcement personnel concerning
       effective and appropriate crises intervention techniques and resources;

(3)  Crisis intervention services to persons who come in contact with the
       criminal justice system;

(4)  Transition funding for persons transitioning from an in-patient mental
       health treatment environment to an out-patient treatment and independent 
       living environment;

(5)  Children's mental health programs; and

(6)  Peer-to-peer services.
(7)  In addition to the foregoing specifically identified purposes, the Trust
       may, in the Trust's sole and absolute discretion, be applied to or for the 
       benefit of other programs, services and/or resources dedicated to the
       prevention, treatment and management of mental illness in Montana 
       adults and children.
The Following Kinds of Applications ARE NOT Considered: 
1.  For the benefit of specific individuals. 

2.  For propagandizing or for influencing legislation and elections. 

3.  To organizations which in policy or practice unfairly discriminate against
     race, ethnic origin, sex, creed, or religion. 
4.  To out-of-state organizations.
5.  To projects that expend funds to assist persons who are not Montana  

     Residents.
General Grant Policies:
As a general policy, the Trust will consider grants within two tiers:  Grants less than $20,000 will require a shorter, basic application and less reporting requirements.  Grants greater than $20,000 will require more in-depth information, detailed reporting, and more stringent financial reporting requirements, which may include an audit.  Random audits will be conducted of small grant recipients.  Large grants will be subject to audit and recipients shall be required to submit reports.   Serial small grants to the same applicant which would, in the opinion of the Trust, avoid the requirement of applying for a large grant shall not be considered.
In the distribution of the trust funds the Trust will seek a reasonable balance between cultural, social and economic groups, geographical distribution, and an urban/rural balance in Grants, as much as is practical in the discretion of the Trust.  
Factors that will weigh favorably in considering applications include:

1. Innovative and creative ways to assist beneficiaries, which are shown to be well thought out, well planned and feasible.
2. Collaboration with other programs, organizations and entities, if such collaboration is appropriate to the proposed project or program. 

3. Sustainability of the program or project beyond the duration of the Trust if such is appropriate for the proposed project.

4. Leveraging of funds from the Trust with funds and assistance not provided by the Trust.

This list is not inclusive and other factors may be favorably considered in evaluating an application for distribution of trust funds.
A higher priority may be given to Grant applications which propose to complete that portion of a project or program requiring the expenditure of trust funds no later than July1, 2013.  
Large grants will be disbursed by periodic payments as provided in the grant contract.  Small grants will be distributed based on invoice with an accompanying expenditure report.
Applications that propose “indirect” or “overhead’ costs of more than 5% of the requested amount will generally be given a lower priority.
As far as may be practical, the Trust intends to post on its web-site the names and contact information of those organizations or entities that apply for trust funds.  However, to protect privacy, requests for a copy of an application shall be referred to the applicant.  The names of successful applicants will be posted on the web site.

Project Accountability and Reporting Requirements:
Reporting requirements will be considered on a case by case basis.  All Grantees will be required to sign a contract outlining Accountability and Reporting Requirements.  
All Grantees will be required to allow on-site visits and/or facility examination by the Trustee or his designee.

Complete accounting records and program records of all Grantees must be made available to the Trustee or his designee upon request.
Application Process Requirements:

All Grant Requests must be signed by an individual authorized by the organization to do so and submitted to the Trustee by attachment to an eMail sent to “jwtrustee@bresnan.net”, in a PDF format.  Confirmation of receipt will be provided.  If confirmation is not received within 24 hours of transmittal, the applicant should contact the MMHST office by eMail or at (406) 513-1073.  Other formats, telefax transmissions, hard copy submissions, or submissions by other means must have the prior approval of the Trustee in order to be considered.
Either a MMHST Small Grant Application or MMHST Large Grant Application, which are available at MMHST.org, must be submitted.  Applicants must provide all information requested.  Applications that are not complete may be rejected.
After receipt of an application for distribution of trust funds, in its discretion, the Trust may contact an applicant to ask questions, offer suggestions concerning the proposal or request further information.   The Trust may also request an updated application.
The Deadline for Grant Proposals is 5:00 o’clock p.m., Mountain Standard Time on Friday, December 3, 2010.   In the event that all trust funds are not distributed, a second round of grant applications may be accepted at a future time.
Applicants are requested to refer to the Trust web-site at MMHST.org for further information.  If an applicant needs further information, or has questions, it may contact the Trust at:

MMHST

2601 Broadway

Helena, MT  59601

(406) 513-1073

jwtrustee@bresnan.net.
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